
 
 

Dear Political Networkers, 

I'm very pleased to be writing an introduction for the first 
of many newsletters that you will be receiving as member 
of the PN section.  As a community, we have come a long 
way since the initial conversation about how to promote 
network research in political science occurred over Thai 
food in Chicago during APSA's 2007 convention.  In the 
intervening years we've moved steadily towards that goal.  
Among our accomplishments are: three summer meetings 
featuring training, research, and fellowship; the 
establishment of a paper repository with nearly 100 
papers that have been accessed thousands of times; and 
most recently, the birth of a new organized section within 
APSA devoted to research on the role of interdependencies 
in politics. 

As this year's Chairperson, I aim to build on these accomplishments by promoting the value of relational thinking 
in political science.  To do this, the section's leadership is committed to three goals: 1) strengthening interest in 
network theories and methods through expanding workshop opportunities to learn the latest methods and through 
aggressive recruiting to the section, panels, and conference; 2) expanding opportunities for recognizing and 
disseminating the best scholarship on political networks; and, 3) fostering a community identity that both 
represents work from all subfields and fosters connections among them.  Among the concrete actions you can 
expect from the section are steps to connect with the major 
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Section Membership in Canadian Politics and 
Political Networks (courtesy of Seth Masket) 
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Social Networks, in conjunction with the Political Networks Section of the American Political Science 
Association, invites papers for a special issue devoted to the topic of political networks.  Submissions should 
either highlight the role of relational theories and methods for the study of political questions or speak to the 
unique contributions that political networks can bring to the broader study of networks.  Potential topics include, 
but are not limited to, analysis of policy-making networks; the intersection of technology and politics; 
examinations of social influence in political behavior; re-conceptualization of power and conflict in international 
relations; organizational behavior both within and between governments; methods developed for the study of 
political networks; theoretical models of political interactions; and/or similar topics.  Consistent with the mission 
of Social Networks, we welcome submissions from the diverse disciplines, theories, and methodologies that 
address the core theme of the issue.   
 
All submissions are subject to double-blind review and will be judged on the degree to which they make a 
contribution to the study of political networks.  Interested parties should submit a 2-3 page summary of the paper 
along with key references to Scott McClurg (mcclurg@siu.edu) or David Lazer (davelazer@gmail.com) by 
January 15, 2011.  Potential contributors will be invited to submit their papers for full review soon thereafter.  
The anticipated date of publication is summer 2012. 

Membership is a crucial issue in a 
young organization, as APSA rules 
require all sections to have 250 
dues paying members to retain 
status as a formal APSA section.  

Chair of the Membership 
Committee, Seth Masket 
(University of Denver) has been 
tracking membership and sending 
out reminders to lapsed members. 
Although the Political Networks 
section is just over a year old, we 
have almost made it over the 
magical bar of 250 members.  

For more, see 
https://www.apsanet.org/sectioncounts.cfm 

Contact: Seth Masket 
smasket@du.edu 

Section Membership 
and Recruitment 

Call for Papers  
Social Networks: Special issue on Political Networks 
Scott McClurg, Southern Illinois University 
Dave Lazer, Northeastern University 

Political Networks 
Peer Reviewers 

Gathering network data can be 
difficult and time-consuming, 
and the section would like to do 
all it can to encourage people to 
collect and publically archive 
new political network data sets.  

In future newsletters, this section 
will feature publically available 
data that have been made 
recently available or updated. 
Please send a brief description 
and archive link to the newsletter 
editor. 

Other ideas to encourage and 
reward data collection efforts are 
also welcome.  

Contact: Meredith Rolfe 
meredith.rolfe@sbs.ox.ac.uk 

Political Network 
Data Sources 

Chris Ansell (UC-Berkeley) is 
preparing to collect information 
from section members and others 
via an online survey. He will then 
compile that information into a 
list of potential reviewers to 
distribute to journal editors and 
grant-making organizations.  

This is an important project that 
will highlight the depth of 
expertise section members have in 
a range of research areas, as 
journal editors often struggle to 
find qualified reviewers. Please be 
sure to respond and enter your 
information into the reviewer 
database. 

Contact: Chris Ansell 
chris@berkeley.edu 

This is a publication of the APSA Organized Section on Political Networks. Copyright 2010, American Political Science Association.  All rights 
reserved.  Subscriptions are free to members of the APSA Section on Political Networks. 
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Conferences and 
Calls for Papers 
PN Summer Meeting 2011  
June 16-18, 2011 
June 14-16 (training) 
Co-Chairs: Meredith Rolfe, 
University of Oxford, and Betsy 
Sinclair, University of Chicago 
Local Host: Michael Heaney, 
University of Michigan 
Location: Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Deadline: March 15, 2011 

MPSA 2011 Annual Meeting 
March 31-April 3, 2011 
Section Co-organizers: Brendan 
Nyhan, Dartmouth and 
Nils Ringe, Wisconsin 
Poster Deadline: December 3, 2010 

APSA 2011 Annual Meeting 
September 1-4, 2011 
Section Organizer: Skyler Cranmer, 
UNC-Chapel Hill 
Location: TBA 
Deadline: December 15, 2010 

SPSA 2011 Annual Meeting 
January 6-8, 2011 
Section Organizer: Suzanne Robins, 
George Mason University 

INSNA Sunbelt 2011 
February 8-13, 2011 
Location: St. Petersburg, Florida 
http://www.insna.org/ 

ECPR 2011 Meeting 
August 25-27, 2011 
Location: Reykjavik, Iceland 
Deadline: February 1, 2011 
http://www.ecprnet.eu/ 

UK Social Networks 2011 
July 7-9, 2011 
Location: London, UK 
Deadline: April 30, 2011 
http://www.uksna.org 

APSA 2011 Section Panels 

APSA 2011 Section Program Chair Skyler Cranmer (UNC-Chapel Hill) 
reports that our section has been allocated 6 panels for next year’s APSA 
meeting–double the number from 2010. Future allocations will continue 
to depend on both the number of APSA paper proposals received by the 
section, and attendance at APSA section panels.  To encourage continued 
high attendance, there will be a raffle held among those who submit to 
and attend APSA 2011 section panels, with the winner to receive a copy 
of Connected, by Nicholas Christakis and James Fowler. Please be sure to 
submit proposals and attend section panels! 

APSA 2010 Section Panels 

Those who attended the APSA Political Networks panels organized by 
APSA 2010 Section Program Chair Betsy Sinclair (University of Chicago) 
were impressed by the quality of the presentations and subsequent 
discussion. The section was allocated only 3 sessions, but through co-
sponsorship Betsy was able to accept 25 papers and 3 posters.  Many of 
the panels were in the outlying Hilton hotel, but attendance was still 
excellent. 

50‐1     Networks and Public Opinion 
50‐2     The Evolution of Identity, Rebellion, and Power in Network Models  
50‐3     Mechanisms of Mobilization: Political Networks 
50‐4     Partisan Influence and Political Networks 
50‐5     Political Networks: Structure, Interactions and Outcomes 

APSA Section Business Meeting 

The 2010 Political Networks Section Business Meeting was held at APSA 
in September 2010. Attendance was excellent, and the allocated room was 
full although scheduling issues meant that many people had to rush from 
a Political Networks panel session straight to the meeting in another hotel. 
Topics discussed included: 

2010 Section Elections 

A big thanks and round of applause to our outgoing officers:  Chair 
Robert Huckfeldt (UC-Davis), Treasurer John Scholz (Florida State 
University) and Executive Committee Member Delia Baldassarri 
(Princeton University). We appreciate everything you have done to get the 
section up and running, and to promote the study of networks in politics. 

Bylaws 

The section adopted new Bylaws at the 2010 Section Business Meeting. 
The bylaws are available by request directly from APSA or from PN 
Section Chair Scott McClurg (mcclurg@siu.edu). 

News & Notes 
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Robert J. Franzese Jr., Jude C. Hayes and Aya Kachi, 
"Network Selection and Path Dependent Co-Evolution" 

Michael J. Faber and Robi Ragan, "Organized 
Opposition: The Anti-Federalist Political Network" 

2010 Award Winners 2010 Summer Meeting 
 
Local Host 
Michael Ward 
Duke University 
 
Program Chair 
Michael T. Heaney 
University of Michigan 
 
 
Award Committee Members 

Betsy Sinclair 
University of Chicago 
Chair 

John Scholz 
Florida State University 

Michael Ward 
Duke University 

Balazs Kovacs 
University of Lugano 

Hans Noel 
Georgetown University 

Janet Box-Steffensmeier 
University of Ohio 

The 2010 Political Networks Summer Meeting at Duke University 
boasted a significantly expanded program over previous years.  The 
meeting included a wide variety of political networks topics, such as 
international networks, political networks, social movements, and 
dynamic networks.  There were 80 individual presentations across 26 
panels.  The poster session featured 40 posters.  The Keynote Address 
was given by Matthew Jackson of Stanford University, who spoke on 
'The Roles of Choice and Change in Network Formation'.  James 
Moody of Duke University delivered the Plenary Address, titled: 'More 
than a Pretty Picture: Visual Thinking in Networks'.  Matthew Jackson 
and Carter Butts of the University of California, Irvine both led training 
sessions prior to the event.  Special thanks go to Michael Ward (Duke 
University), for his deft handling of every detail of the weekend as 
Meeting Host. 

2010 Summer Meeting Report 
By: Michael T. Heaney, 2010 Program Chair, University of Michigan 

The Fourth Annual Political Networks Summer Meeting will be held 
June 16-18, 2011 at the Ford School at the University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor. Training sessions will be offered earlier in the week, with basic 
training on Monday and Tuesday and more advanced topics on 
Wednesday. Garry Robbins, University of Melbourne, will deliver the 
keynote address and Mark Newman, University of Michigan, will be the 
plenary speaker. Proposals are due March 15, 2011 and decisions will be 
announced in mid-April.  
 
NSF‐funded fellowships are available to support approximately 50 
graduate students and recent Ph.D.s to attend the conference. Preference 
is given to those submitting proposals who have not received previous 
fellowships, but previous fellows are eligible for partial fellowships. 
Students interested in network analysis who have no opportunity to get 
training at their university are strongly encouraged to apply. Scholars 
and students from outside the U.S. are also eligible to apply. Fellows are 
required to attend all workshops and summer meeting events. 

2011 Summer Meeting Details 

Local Host Committee 
Michael T. Heaney, Chair 
mheaney@umich.edu 
 
Philip B. K. Potter, Co-Chair 
Robert J. Franzese, Jr. 
Elisabeth R. Gerber 
William G. Jacoby 
 
Program Co-Chairs 
Meredith Rolfe 
University of Oxford 
meredith.rolfe@sbs.ox.ac.uk 
 
Betsy Sinclair 
University of Chicago 
betsy@uchicago.edu 
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Political Networks paper archive: opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/pn_wp/ 

2010 Summer Meeting Website: www.poli.duke.edu/politicalnetworks/ 

2011 Summer Meeting Website (in progress): www.fordschool.umich.edu/pnc 

ECPR SNA group: www.essex.ac.uk/ecpr/standinggroups/sna/home.aspx  

international studies associations, new awards recognizing 
cutting-edge research on political networks, a special issue of 
Social Networks devoted to politics, development of a task force 
to list the "best practices" of ethical network data collection, 
and a more cohesive web presence.  And mark your calendars 
for this year’s Political Networks Summer Meeting, scheduled 
for June 14-18, 2022 at the University of Michigan, and 
immediately followed by a Michigan ICPSR course on 
network analysis. 
 

We are a new section, with an enthusiastic mix of both new and experienced members of the profession.  As a 
consequence, I am very interested in hearing your opinions on how to achieve our goals and to make the section 
more valuable to you.  We've had valuable contributions and ideas from all corners of the discipline, a norm I 
am determined to maintain.  Please consider what intellectual value or service you can add to our community. 
 

In future newsletters, I hope that the space reserved for the Chairperson can be reserved for less mundane matters 
than what I've covered here.  But it seemed appropriate at this juncture to track both our progress and path 
mapped out before us, if only to lay out the impact the development of political network community has had on 
political science in a short period of time.  For this we should all take the time to thank the following scholars for 
their time and effort -- John Scholz, Robert Huckfeldt, James Fowler, David Lazer, Seth Maskett, Michael 
Heaney, Mike Ward, Meredith Rolfe, Betsy Sinclair, Jennifer Nicoll Victor, John Padgett, Mark Lubell, and all 
the officers from this year and last. 
 

Finally, please join me in remembering the career and life of Alan Zuckerman.  While his passing occurred 
before we could count him in our number, his contributions to the study of political networks make him one of 
us in spirit. I encourage those of you who knew him personally or who were affected by him to contribute your 
thoughts and memories to the memorial tribute forthcoming in the next edition of the PN Section newsletter. 

Best, 

Scott 

Forthcoming in the Political Networks Section Newsletter (Summer 2010) 
 In Memorium: Alan Zuckerman, by Jennifer Fitzgerald  
 Section Activities: Update 
 Report on the 2011 Political Networks Summer Meeting 

Please send any contributions, including short feature articles or reviews; or announcements related to either 
political networks research (e.g., new data or new books) or teaching (e.g., hints, links to syllabi) for consideration 
to Meredith Rolfe (meredith.rolfe@sbs.ox.ac.uk). Short personal memories or reflections on the contributions of 
Alan Zuckerman are strongly encouraged. 

Letter from the Chair  
(Continued from Page 1) 
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