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Letter from the Chair

-Zeev Maoz, University of California, Davis
zZzmaoz @ucdavis.edu

Dear Colleagues,

The network of political networks scholars is
growing and bursting with action. The current
newsletter provides ample evidence of the flurry of
activity in our section. We have a good reason to be
proud of the section’s accomplishments over the past
two years. However, instead of discussing these
accomplishments—many of which are documented
herein—I| would like to take this opportunity to focus on
a number of challenges that we are facing. First,
membership. In 2011, our section has grown by twelve
percent to 291 members by the end of the year. This is
good progress. Yet, given the competition over panel
space at APSA, we must put more effort into recruiting
new members. | would like to urge all of us to use our
individual networks to get faculty and graduate
students to join our section. The Ipad raffle should
create a strong incentive to join, but we welcome any
ideas that can help increase membership.

Second, we have decided to launch a number
of awards. These awards—announced herein—
promise to enhance the visibility of the section. We
encourage both self- and other nominations of
candidates for these awards. As more studies using
network analytic perspectives, methods, and ideas
inform our understanding of political processes and
actors, it is important to recognize these contributions.

Third, many of us who do network analytic
research in political science have encountered quite a
few skeptical reactions to our work. Specifically,
reviewers for journals and book manuscripts often
questioned the marginal utility of network analysis
compared to more traditional approaches.

Continued on page 7
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Remembering Alan
Zuckerman
(1945-2009)

These essays are
written in tribute to the late
Alan S. Zuckerman: political
scientist, teacher, colleague,
friend, husband, father,
grandfather and Yankees
fan. A native of Brooklyn, New York, Zuckerman earned
his B.A. from Brooklyn College and his M.A. and Ph.D.
from Princeton University. He was a specialist in
comparative politics and political behavior of advanced
democracies, publishing numerous articles, book chapters,
and monographs as well as books, including The Politics of
Faction (1979), The Transformation of the Jews (1984, with
Calvin Goldscheider), Doing Political Science (1991) and
Partisan Families (2007, with Josip Dasovi¢ and Jennifer
Fitzgerald). From 1970 until 2009 he served on the faculty
at Brown University in the Department of Political Science.
He received many prestigious awards from institutions
such as the Fulbright Commission and the International
Society of Political Psychology. A devoted family man,
Zuckerman is survived by Roberta, his wife of 43 years, as
well as three children and their families.

-Continued on Page 2
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Remembering Alan
Zuckerman (1945-2009)

- Jennifer Fitzgerald, University
of Colorado, Boulder

Throughout his career,
Alan Zuckerman challenged his
students and peers to expand the
boundaries of political science
knowledge through rigorous,
inventive research. To motivate
novices in his classroom, he used
an analogy in which a man looks
for his lost keys at night in the
street. Though the man thinks he
dropped his keys in the darkness,
he combs ground beneath a
streetlamp because “the light’s
better over here.” In describing this
scene, Alan warned against
studying only what we can easily
see or measure. He believed that
processes underlying political
phenomena—answers to our field’s
fundamental questions—are
difficult to observe but imperative to
study. This conviction underpinned
Alan’s approach to scientific inquiry
and defined his life’s work. In his
early research, Alan analyzed
Italian partisan factions, Jewish
community bonds, and European
political cleavages. During this
time—the late ‘70s and early ‘80s—
he became increasingly interested
in the political implications of social
networks and dissatisfied with
prevailing models of cleavage and
partisanship. Alan turned his
attention to the complexities of
informal social influence, producing
a groundbreaking body of research.
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His 2007 book, Partisan Families,
received international acclaim for
its insights into household
partisan dynamics.

Alan’s commitment to
advancing political science
knowledge also motivated his
editorial activities. With the
Comparative Politics volumes, he
and Mark Lichbach redefined the
analytical principles of
comparative inquiry. In editing
The Social Logic of Politics, Alan
assembled a vibrant collection of
studies from various sub-fields.
His introduction to this volume
provides an essential intellectual
history of socially contextualized
political behavior. The collection
inspired a Social Logic of Politics
book series, which Alan edited.

As one of those students
Alan taught about political
science, | can say that his passing
is a profound loss to the
discipline. Yet in his works and in
those whose lives he touched,
Alan’s legacy carries on. May we
remember his vigor, his sharp
mind and his warmth. May we be
inspired by him to continually
challenge ourselves in our work.
And may we brave those dark
areas of the street to find what we
seek. This is how we will honor
Alan Zuckerman’s memory, and
this is how we will advance as a
field.

Continued...
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NEW POLNET OFFICERS

AR e cHAR:
., )| Zeev Maoz
” University of Colorado, Davis

VICE-CHAIR:
Meredith Rolfe
University of Oxford

W TREASURER:
=8 Michael T. Heaney
University of Michigan

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR:
Jennifer Nicoll Victor
& University of Pittsburgh

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
| Skyler Cranmer
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
Charli Carpenter
University of Massachusetts, Amherst

. . EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
‘% Hans Noel

Georgetown University

Other Positions
APSA 2012 Program Chair: Ramiro Berado, University of Arizona
Membership Chair 2011: Seth Masket, University of Denver
Membership Chair 2012: Casey Kolfstad, University of Miami
PolNet Hosts 2012: Anand Sokhey, University of Colorado, Boulder and Seth Masket, University of Denver

PolNet Program Chairs 2012: Jennifer N. Victor, University of Pittsburgh and Alexander Montgomery, Reed College

PolNet Fellowship Committee 2012: Skyler Cranmer (Chair), UNC Chapel Hill, Jaimie Settle, University of California, San
Diego and Bruce Desmarais, University of Massachusetts

NSF Grant Executor: John Scholz, Florida State University
NSF Grant Writers: Janet Box-Steffensmeir, Ohio State University and Robert Huckfeldt, University of California, Davis
MPSA Section Chair 2012: Anand Sokhey, University of Colorado, Boulder

SPSA Section Chair 2012: Suzanne Robbins, George Mason University
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Remembering Alan

Zuckerman (1945-2009)
(Continued)
-M. Kent Jennings, University of
California, Santa Barbra

| had known about Alan
Zuckerman and his work in
comparative politics for some time,
but | met him for the first time at a
2002 conference that he organized.
It was a lively gathering, with
participants from a variety of
specialties, all united by our interest
in personal networks. | came away
from that meeting enlightened not
only by the proceedings but also
taken by Alan’s leadership, insights,
and warmth. The volume coming
out of the conference, The Social
Logic of Politics, contained a
chapter co-authored by Alan based
on household panel data from
Germany and Great Britain. | was
impressed with the treatment of
marital congruence regarding
partisanship, a topic of mutual
interest. Two years later came
Partisan Families, which employed
the full array of the household data.
For a political socialization wonk
like myself, this book has been a
gold mine, full of sensitive analysis
and informed interpretations. I've
gone back to it many times in my
own research and | use it to good
effect in my teaching. It's just a
great contribution to the field and
constitutes a vital part of Alan’s
legacy.
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- Ira Katznelson, Columbia University

Alan Zuckerman pursued
systematic social science to identify and
probe mechanisms that shape social life.
His writings on partisanship and contexts,
networks and preferences, cleavages and
coalitions, families and Jewish life,
navigated analytical and personal
borderlands, and sought to show that it is
possible to embrace complexity without
losing the chance to develop systematic
accounts of cause and possibility.
Crossing theoretical and empirical
borders, and using an uncommonly wide
span of methods, he focused both on how
we should come to know, and on what we
could come to understand about the
human condition. The result was a
pellucid social science about possibility
and jeopardy.

| profited from exposure to Alan's
thoughtful sensibilities and demanding
standards. Especially notable was the
chance to witness Alan at work as a
master-teacher when he and Mark
Lichbach gathered the authors they had
invited to write for their 1997 and 2009
Comparative Politics volumes at multi-day
seminars at Brown's Watson Institute and
Bellagio's Villa Serbelloni. His incisive,
uncompromising intellect, fierce passion
for sustained inquiry, and generous humor
induced a group of equally strong-minded
colleagues to extend their scope, sharpen
their arguments, and deepen their
articulations. So doing, Alan made his
vision a constitutive part of our
contributions. When | see my students
read those essays, | smile broadly,
because | know that his success endures.
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- Robert Huckfeldt, University of
California, Davis

Alan Zuckerman was a
complete “comparativist” in his
understanding of politics and political
life. He understood that place and
space matter because they generate
patterns of interdependence with
profound consequences for individual
and social behavior. Americans act like
Americans, and Italians act like Italians,
not because of who they are but rather
due to where they are. In Alan’s
scholarship, the study of comparative
politics becomes first and foremost a
method of inquiry in which individuals
can only be understood relative to their
own patterns of interdependence with
other actors.

More important, Alan
Zuckerman was a fantastic colleague
and friend. He was a fellow traveler in
the most comprehensive and generous
sense of that term. He understood that
intellectual movements, just like
political movements, place individuals
within social contexts that
circumscribed the potential and
consequence of the arguments they
have to make. Just as individual
political actors are both limited and
empowered by their locations within
larger groups, so are scholars. Itis a
testimony to Alan's best intellectual
instincts, as well as to the openness of
his spirit, that he created his own
intellectual posse. It is wonderful to be
a part that posse -- to be part of his
posse. | hear his laugh, | see his smile,
and | feel the warmth of his presence.

Deadline: March 1, 2012

APSA Political Networks Summer Meeting

June 13 - 16, 2012: University of Colorado, Boulder
June 13-14, 2012: Introductory training/Introduction to Network concepts and Computer Applications
in Network Analysis. June 14th will include specialized topics in Network Analysis.

Co-hosts: Seth Masket, University of Denver and Anand Sokhey, University of Colorado, Boulder
Program Hosts: Jennifer Victor, University of Pittsburgh and Alexander Montgomery, Reed College
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Social Network Analysis
Training Sessions

CARMA 2012:

May 14 - 16, 2012

Location: Wayne State University, Detroit, Ml
http://carma.wayne.edu/ShortCourses.asp

LINKS Center 2012 Summer Conference:
June 3 - 8, 2012

Location: The University of Kentucky, KY

For more information contact Steve Borgatti at
sborgatti@uky.edu
http://sites.google.com/site/uklinkscenter/

2012-summer-workshop

Essex Summer School in Social Science Data
Analysis 2012:

Session 1: Introduction to Social Network
Analysis

July 9 -20, 2012

Location: The University of Essex, Colchester,
UK

Host: Rich DeJordy, Northeastern University
http://www.essex.ac.uk/summerschool/
courses/session1/1d.html

Essex Summer School in Social Science Data
Analysis 2012:

Session 2: Advanced Social Network Analysis
| - Selection Mechanisms and Social Structure
July 23 - August 3, 2012

Location: The University of Essex, Colchester,
UK

Host John Skvoretz, University of South
Florida and Filip Agneessens, Universtiy of
Groningen
http://www.essex.ac.uk/summerschool/
courses/session2/2e.html

Essex Summer School in Social Science Data
Analysis 2012:

Session 3: Advanced Social Network Analysis
Il - Influence Mechanisms & Longitudinal
Network Analysis

August 6 - 17, 2012

Location: The University of Essex, Colchester,
UK

Host: Filip Agneessens, University of
Groningen

http://www.essex.ac.uk/summerschool/
courses/session3/3k.html

More Training Sessions
Sunbelt 2012: International Network for Social Network Analysis
March 12 - 18, 2012
Location: Redondo Beach, California
http://www.isna.org/sunbelt/current.html

ICDIPC 2012: The Second International Congerence on Digital
Information Processing and Communications

July 10 - 12, 2012
Location: Klaipéda University, Klaipéda, Lithuania
http://www.sdiwc.net/kla

MCIN 2012: International Workshop on Modeling and Computing
Influence in Social Networks: Theory and Applications

August 26, 2012
Location: Istanbul, Turkey
http://larim.ugo.ca/MCIN2012

SNAA 2012: Workshop on Social Network Analysis in Applications
August 26 - 29, 2012
Location: Istanbul, Turkey

http://www.zsi.pwr.wroc.pl/SNAA2012/

CSNA 2012: International Workshop on Complex Social Network
Analysis

August 26 - 29, 2012
Location: Kadir Has University, Istanbul, Turkey
http://www.zsi.pwr.wroc.pl/CSNA2012

ASNA 2012: Conference on Applications of Social Network
Analysis

September 4 - 7, 2012
Location: University of Zurich, Switzerland
http://asna.ch/index.php?id=91

MISSI 2012: International Conference on Multimedia & Network
Information Systems

September 19 - 21, 2012
Location: Wroclaw, Poland
http://www.MISSI.pwr.wroc.pl
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2011 Political Networks Conference and
Workshops, Ann Arbor, Michigan

-Michael T. Heaney

The Fourth Annual Political Networks Conference
and Workshops were held at the Gerald R. Ford School of
Public Policy at the University of Michigan, June 14-18,
2011. Approximately 190 scholars were in attendance,
including faculty in political science, sociology, public
policy, economics, organizational studies, business,
education, and other fields. 58 papers were presented on
24 panels that addressed topics such as peace and
conflict, legal networks, social movement mobilization, the
internet, and corporate networks. Three days of training
sessions included courses on the basics of network
analysis, intermediate network analysis, exponential
random graph models, sampling, missing data, longitudinal
analysis, ego-network analysis, and network measures
and algorithms.

A lively poster session (with 44 posters) was held
on the evening of Friday, June 17. Awards for the best
posters were given to Zack W. Almquist and Carter T.
Butts, University of California-Irvine, for their poster
"Contending Parties: A Logistic Choice Analysis of Inter
and Intra-group Blog Citation Dynamics in the 2004 US
Presidential Election," and to Steven Radil, University of
lllinois, for his poster "The ConflictSpace of World War I:
Geography, Network Structure, and the Spread of War."

The highlights of the conference included the
keynote address by Garry Robins, University of
Melbourne, who spoke on "Theory and Analysis for
Networked Social Systems," and the plenary address,
given by Mark Newman, University of Michigan, who
spoke on "Epidemics, Influence, and Kevin Bacon: Social
Networks meet Network Theory." Other highlights included
a mentoring lunch, where younger scholars were matched
with more senior scholars, and a canoe trip on the Huron
River.

ISSUE 2

2011 Mentoring Lunch
-Meredith Rolfe

The 2011 Political Networks Conference
in Ann Arbor, Michigan featured a wildly
successfully mentoring lunch for 160
conference attendees. Given the highly
interdisciplinary nature of the political
network research field, there is
considerable value in encouraging
mentoring and relationship building
across subfields and substantive
interests.Therefore, attendees were
randomly assigned to small groups of 8
for the mentoring lunch using a stratified
assignment procedure. Each group
included 1 senior mentor with tenure, 1-2
early career mentors, and 4-5 graduate
students. Attendees reported that this
luncheon was one of the favorite
features of the conference.

Special Thanks

Michael T. Heaney, University of
Michigan, Host Committee Chair

Philip B. K. Potter, University of
Michigan, Host Committee Co-Chair

Betsy Sinclair, University of Chicago,
Program Committee Co-Chair

Meredith Rolfe, University of Oxford,
Program Committee Co-Chair

Jennifer N. Victor, University of
Pittsburgh, Fellowship Committee Chair

John Scholz, Florida State University,
NSF Grant Administrator
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2012 Denver PolNet

Conference

http://socsci.colorado.edu/~stwo0664/
index.html
-Seth Masket
The 5th Conference on
Political Networks will be held June
13-16, 2012, at the University of

Colorado at Boulder. It is being jointly

sponsored by the University of
Denver and the University of
Colorado at Boulder. The first two
days of the conference will contain

training workshops on social networks

research, including an all-day
introductory session for novices led
by Michael Heaney and several
concurrent sessions for intermediate
and advanced networks scholars.
Based on some feedback from

attendees at the 2011 conference, we

will be offering some half-day
sessions on longitudinal modeling,
and possibly sessions on large
networks and experimentation.

We are pleased to announce
that the plenary session speaker on
Thursday (June 14) evening will be
John Padgett, of the University of
Chicago. Also David Knoke, of the

University of Michigan will deliver the
Keynote address on Friday (June 15)

evening. His talk will be called /t
Takes a Network: Fighting Terrorism
and Insurgents in the 21st Century.

Days three and four of the conference
will be devoted to posters and panels.

We are planning a number of events
to take advantage of our unique

conference location, as well, including

a poster session high above the

football stadium, a hike in the Flatiron
Mountains, and possibly a tour of one

of Colorado's premier breweries.

As in previous years, there will
be some travel stipends available for

graduate students and junior faculty,
awarded on a competitive basis,
made possible by a grant from the
National Science Foundation.

We hope you are all able to
join us for what is sure to be a
memorable conference.
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APSA Annual

Conference 2012

http://www.apsanet.org/
content 73503.cfm

-Ramiro Berardo

The Political Networks
section of the American Political
Science Association has been
assigned 4 panel slots and 4
posters for the 2012 annual
conference in New Orleans. This
number is lower than that assigned
to the section in 2011 (6 panels
and 6 posters); however, the
number of proposals sent to the
section has increased from 68 in
2011 to 89 in 2012. This obviously
will translate into a higher rejection
rate for proposals in 2012.

One way of maximizing the
acceptance rate is to engage in as
many co-sponsored panels as
possible with other sections since
according to APSA’s rules a panel
sponsored jointly with a second
section counts only as half a panel.
Thus the maximum theoretical
number of panels in which our
section can have a presence is 8.

So a best case scenario for
our section is to co-sponsor 8
panels, with each one of them
having —on average- four papers. If
this goal is accomplished, about
30% of the submitted proposals to
the section will be accepted. Of
course, the outcome depends not
only on my efforts as a Section
Chair for the program, but also on
the willingness of other Chairs to
cosponsor with our section.

Acceptances/rejections will
be communicated in a few weeks
through the APSA’s website.

ISSUE 2

Upcoming Conferences
INSNA Sunbelt 2012:
March 12 - 18, 2012

Location: Crowne Plaza Hotel, Redondo
Beach, CA

http://www.insna.org

MPSA 2012 Annual Meeting:
April 12 - 15, 2012

Location: Palmer House Hilton, Chicago,
IL

Section Co-organizers: Levente Littway,
Central European University and Anand
Sokhey, University of Colorado, Boulder

ECPR 2012 Meeting:
Graduate Conference
July 4 - 6, 2012

Location: Jacobs University, Bremen,
Germany

http://www.ecprnet.eu

UK Social Networks 2012
July 7 -9, 2012

Location: UNESCO World Heritage Site,
Old Royal Navel College, London, UK

Sponsored by the University of Greenwich
http://www.uksna.org

APSA 2012 Annual Meeting:
August 30 - September 2, 2012

Location: Marriott/Sheraton, New Orleans,
LA

Section Organizer: Ramiro Berardo,
University of Arizona

ECPR 2013 Meeting:
General Conference
September 5 -7, 2013

Location: Sciences Po Bordeaux,
Domaine Universitaire, France

http://www.ecprnet.eu
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Section Awards

Political Networks

2012

The John Sprague Award, will
be given to a graduate student
who authored the best paper on
political networks presented at a
conference in the prior year.
Contact Paul Djupe (Denison
University) for questions or
nominations

(djupe@denison.edu).

An award will be presented to
the Best Conference Paper in
political networks, the prior year.
Contact Paul Djupe (Denison
University) for questions or
nominations

(djupe@denison.edu).

An award will be presented for
the Best Paper Published on
Political Networks in the
previous two years. Contact
Michael Heaney (University of
Michigan) for questions or
nominations

(mheaney@umich.edu).
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Letter from the Chair (continued)

One way of convincing skeptics that network analysis is an entirely
different perspective on social interactions in general and on political
interactions, in particular, is to use some focused venues in which a wide
range of studies using network analysis illustrates how this perspective can
inform our understanding of politics. | am pleased to see that two special
issues of journals are forthcoming that focus on political networks. A special
issue of Social Networks is devoted to political networks. This is a great
opportunity to attract readers from other disciplines to the work of political
scientists. In addition, a special issue of Conflict Management and Peace
Science (June 2012) focuses on network analysis in international relations.
My hope is that these special issues will not only open the door to a greater
degree of interest in this perspective by political scientists, but will also be of
interest to network scientists from other disciplines.

We also encourage you to contact members of the steering committee
with any suggestions you may have regarding activities of the section, and
look forward to networking at the Midwest and APSA meetings.

Congratulations

In an effort to entice APSA members to join the Political Networks Section
(only $8!), we have offered a free iPad to a randomly selected new member
who joined the section between August 2010 and August 2011.
Congratulations to Thomas Koenig of the University of Mannheim in
Germany! Thomas’s name was randomly selected from a list of APSA
members who joined the Political Networks Section for the first time between
August 2010 and August 2011, and will receive an iPad from the section.

A special 2012 issue of
the journal Social
Networks, guest edited
by Scott McClurg and
David Lazer, will feature
articles exclusively about
political networks.

A special issue of the
journal Conflict
Management and Peace
Science to be published in
June 2012, will feature
articles exclusively about
international networks.

Thank You!

The Political Networks Section owes a big thank you
to Janet Box-Steffensmeier (Ohio State) and Robert
Huckfeldt (U.C. Davis) for drafting an NSF proposal

to renew the grant that helps to fund the conference,
training, and fellowships!

Political Networks Section Mission Statement
The Political Networks section seeks to promote the study of political networks and the use of network analysis in
political science by: 1) enhancing communication between scholars who work in this area, 2) supporting the
process of developing and disseminating new methods and data sources, 3) supporting the process of building
consensus about the appropriate application of conceptual and analytic techniques in political networks research,
and 4) accelerating training in political network analysis. In all of the above, the section seeks to promote
communication and the exchange of ideas across subfield and disciplinary boundaries.

For more information regarding The American Political Science Association and The Political Networks Section,
visit our website at www.apsanet.org.
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