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POLITICAL TIES AWARD (FOR BEST PUBLISHED ARTICLE) 

Winner: Sarah Elizabeth Parkinson, University of Minnesota  

Committee:  
Justin Kirkland, University of Houston (Chair) 
Elizabeth Menninga, University of North Carolina 
Anand Edward Sokhey, University of Colorado at Boulder  
 
Citation:  The Political Ties Award Committee has chosen Sarah Elizabeth Parkinson's "Organizing 

Rebellion: Rethinking High-Risk Mobilization and Social Networks in War" (APSR, August 2013) as the 

winner of this year's Political Ties award.  In the end, the committee agreed that Professor Parkinson's article 

provided the greatest contribution to her subfield, while simultaneously demonstrating the importance of 

political networks to the topics political scientists study. Using ethnographic methods and a host of field 

interviews focusing on Palestinian militant organizations in wartime Lebanon, the article suggests that 

everyday kinship, marital, and friendship networks played a pivotal role in the resilience of Palestinian 

organizations.  In Professor Parkinson's own words, "this article demonstrates how quotidian relationships 

served as informal bridges between the Palestinian militant organizations' predominantly male fighting units 

and more gender-mixed or female-dominated support, logistics, and social divisions within formal 

organizational apparatuses." Professor Parkinson's work pushes forward our understanding of rebel 

organizations, and in particular, clandestine logistical networks.  But, it also illustrates how individuals' 

positions within socially oriented networks – like familial or community networks – influence not only the 

likelihood that they will join an organization, but also the roles that they will assume within the rebel 

organization. Thus, this paper advances the IR field's understanding of rebellions, while making an important 

point about political networks themselves.  We congratulate Professor Parkinson on an outstanding 

contribution.  

 

BEST CONFERENCE PAPER BY A FACULTY MEMBER 

Winner: Casey Klofstad, University of Miami  

Committee: 
Sandra Gonzalez-Bailon, University of Pennsylvania (Chair) 
Elif Erisen, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 
Brendan Nyhan, Dartmouth College 
 
Citation: Brendan, Elif and myself read the three papers, and decided the award should go to Casey A. 

Klofstad for his paper "Exposure to political discussion is associated with higher rates of political 

participation over time," presented at the 2013 conference in Bloomington. We thought this paper was the 

best developed, with a clear contribution to relevant literature and paving the way for further, more 

cumulative research. We were persuaded by the methodology and findings, and we think it represents well the 

type of work the section aims to encourage. 

 

SPRAGUE AWARD (FOR BEST CONFERENCE PAPER BY A GRADUATE STUDENT) 
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Winner: Franziska Keller, New York University  

Committee: 
Adam Henry, University of Arizona (Chair) 
Matthew Howell, Eastern Kentucky University 
Samara Klar, University of Arizona 
 
Citation: The committee has deliberated, and we have decided that the Sprague Award should go to Franziska 

Keller at New York University, for her paper: "Networks of Power: A Social Network Analysis of the 

Chinese Communist Party's Central Committee, 1982-2006." We had many great submissions, however 

Keller's paper stands out for its unique application of network analysis to the study of autocracy, and for its 

insightful use of models to advance our understanding of how and why political networks are important. 

 

2014 POLITICAL NETWORKS MEETING POSTER AWARDS  

BEST METHODS POSTER: David Masad, George Mason University  

BEST POSTER FOR A SUBSTANTIVE PROBLEM/APPLICATION: Crysta Price and Sophie 

Wagner, Creighton University   

 


